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" I have/' said Bonar with some show of firmness, " your
note of yesterday; but there is in the meantime nothing I can
add to my previous letter. I then stated that as soon as I was
in a position to do so, I should communicate with you with
reference to the resolution in favour of general compulsion pre-
sented to me by a deputation of your Committee.
" I quite understand the wish of your Committee that there
should be an immediate decision on a subject so vital to the
conduct of the war; but I think it right to say, and, indeed, I am
sure you will agree with me, that I cannot allow myself to be in-
fluenced as to the time which seems to me necessary before
coming to a decision so momentous, even by my desire to meet
your own views and those of the Committee, which, as I know,
is largely representative of the Party of which I have the honour
to be leader in the House of Commons."
This tenseness spread from the House even to the Front, On,
the 10th April, 1916, writing from the 6th Royal Scots Fusiliers
" in the Field," Mr. Winston Churchill said :
" I have received other letters from home to confirm your
view that a serious crisis may be developing, and I recognise
that events may compel you to act.
441 strongly recommend you, when a day is fixed for the com-
pulsion debate, to issue a summons to all military M,P.'s, as
was done when the Compulsion Bill was under discussion, urging
them to endeavour to be in their places, Cawley should do the
same for Liberals. The bulk of them would be able to come and
the Army would approve their action, This would add greatly to
your strength and facilitate the carrying of what is now a vital
measure if the war is to be prosecuted effectually..,. My feeling
is that everything necessary to win the war should be done with*
out regard to old political peace-time opinions. ,*."
On Wednesday, the 12th April, Carson wrote to the Prime
Mijiister to ask " what day next week you propose to make your
statement re recruiting in the House of Commons, and also
what day will be given for a discussion, if such is thought neces-
sary," " I prefer," Carson added, " writing to you to putting
questions in the House of Commons. I propose to put down to*
day the resolution some of us wish to discuss but of course it
may become unnecessary."